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On a bi-weekly basis, we acknowledge the outstanding efforts of our staff and students.  We encourage our staff to submit 
accolades for recognizing the dedication of others.   The accolades appear on the first pages of our newsletter.  As contrib-
uting members to Towson High School, we represent 5 STAR Generals.    
 
We appreciate our staff and students for demonstrating leadership, citizenship, scholarship, and integrity. If you would 
like to submit an accolade for one of our students/staff members for the great work that they do within our community, 
please submit the information to cdmino@bcps.org  and cc  dlauten@bcps.org.  Help up recognize the outstanding efforts 
of our students and staff. 

 

standing Women in 
Leadership Program 
(Dr. Nancy S. Gras-
mick’s program through 
Towson University).       

 
STARS to Aashika 

Lamsal for assisting 
others. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Nash and the stu-
dents of One Love 
Club for taking initia-
tive with World Compli-
ment Day. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Muirhead for taking 
initiative to help. 

 
STARS to Mr. 

Stangle for his thought-
fulness. 

 
STARS to Mr. 

Briggs for his dedica-
tion and leadership. 

 
STARS to Mr. 

Buick for his commit-
ment to teaching and 
learning. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Drake’s 3A class for 
their camaraderie and 
reflective nature. 
 

STARS to stu-
dents Khalil Joseph 
and Malik Blake for 
assisting Mrs. Schrad-
er with Science Orders. 

 
STARS to Dorian 

Chase and Tori 
Kerr for supporting a 
friend in need. 

 
STARS to Mr. Al-

len for his leadership 
and collaboration. 

 
STARS to Mr. 

Faya for his support 
of colleagues. 
 
STARS to Mr. 

Buick for his profes-
sionalism and growth 
mindset. 
 
STARS to Ms. 

Grabowski’s mod 
4B class for their 
leadership and collab-
oration. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Bowman and her 
mod 2B class for 
their collaboration and 
strategic focus. 

 
STARS to Mr. 

Sonneborn for shar-
ing his family’s immi-
gration story to the 

cast and crew of the 
Spring production 
“Fiddler on the Roof.” 

 
STARS to Lexis 

Staigerwald for her 
efforts and dedication 
to supporting students. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Sweet for her atten-
tion to detail and lead-
ership. 

 
STARS to Emma 

Lohr for her recent 
recognition from The 
Outstanding Young 
Woman in Leadership 
Program (Dr. Nancy S. 
Grasmick’s program 
through Towson Uni-
versity). 

 
STARS to Mr. Pa-

lumbi’s 3B class for 
demonstrating collabo-
ration, leadership, and 
responsibility. 

 
STARS to Ms. 

Schrader’s 2B class 
for assuming responsi-
bility and ownership of 
leaerning. 

 
STARS to Kenne-

dy Roberts for her 
nomination for partici-
patrion in the Out-



The Towson High School Theatre Program is proud to announce the 
opening of our first virtual production!    
   

Link to the THS Production of The Bullying Collection 

Friday, January 29th - Sunday, January 31st   

FREE Streaming for 72 Hours!   
   
More than forty THS students have been involved in the creation of a trio 
of student-directed, student-produced, and student-led short plays 
from The Bullying Collection. These plays range from the tragic to the co-
medic, but they all reveal a new perspective on a common problem.     
 
The show will stream exclusively on Broadway On Demand Friday, Jan-
uary 29

th
 through Sunday, January 31

st
. You can stream the show for 

free at any point during that 72-hour period. Share the link with your 
friends and family! After this weekend, the show will no longer be availa-
ble for viewing, so catch it while you can!   
   
Thank you so much for your continued support & enjoy the show! 
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The CTE continues to provide hands on learning experiences for Towson’s students even 

in times of uncertainty. Our internship program has afforded many of our students oppor-

tunities that they would not have as they prepare to matriculate to college and pursue a 

professional careers of interest.  

 

One such student, Camryn Townsend who is interning with BCPSTV, had the opportunity 

to be the onsite reporter for a story that focused on our very own Kimberly Culbertson 

who was awarded Maryland’s Assistant Principal of the year. Camryn’s experience has not 

only put her in front of the camera, but in the production room as well. She has worked on 

getting some behind the scenes experiences with editing, writing, and production.  

 

The Work Based learning program consists of both our internship and work experience 

program. For the latter, students get work experience, make money and get high school 

credit. This is a great option especially if students need to save for college and gain some 

real-world experience. Geshana Brown and Brendan Cohen are two such students who 

have taken full advantage of this opportunity.   Geshana has been recognized by her em-

ployer as one of their rising employees. Her customer service and attention to detail has 

brought her recognition among customers and her co-workers says her supervisor, Joe 

Gillespie.   

 

Working at Kelly Benefits has afforded Brendan many opportunities to show his strengths.  

He has become his supervisor’s all purpose, “utility guy”, who has proven himself to be 

able to do just about everything asked of him.  Mail room, delivery services, facilities sup-

port, Brendan can do it, and do it well.  

 

Our engineering teachers are working with students to understand the concepts and prin-

ciples of the engineering and design process.  Currently, Mr. Rivers is diving into the truss 

bridge project where students are learning about the foundations of bridge construction. 

Things like the Pythagorean Theorem, stress calculations and construction basics combine 

to provide his students with opportunities to design, build and test their creations.  

Our Foods teacher, Ms. Moody, has taken to showing her students the “chemistry” 

of cooking with her mini unit on leavening agents. Just this week, students observed  

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
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the impact that each ingredient had on the creation of a pancake. For each step in the 

process, students added an ingredient, cooked it, observed its impact, and tasted the 

results.  Conclusions were drawn and students were introduced to the concept of how 

specific ingredients interact with others to get a desired cooking result.  

As our quarter ends, it is our hope that we have afforded our students opportunities to 

show their strengths, be it with hands on projects, collaboration, or academics.  As al-

ways, we welcome partners to help in our quest to provide our students with real-

world, practical experiences.  
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The Towson High School Theatre Program is proud to announce the 
opening of our first virtual production!    
   

Link to the THS Production of The Bullying Collection 

Friday, January 29th - Sunday, January 31st   

FREE Streaming for 72 Hours!   
   
More than forty THS students have been involved in the creation of a trio 
of student-directed, student-produced, and student-led short plays 
from The Bullying Collection. These plays range from the tragic to the co-
medic, but they all reveal a new perspective on a common problem.     
 
The show will stream exclusively on Broadway On Demand Friday, Jan-
uary 29

th
 through Sunday, January 31

st
. You can stream the show for 

free at any point during that 72-hour period. Share the link with your 
friends and family! After this weekend, the show will no longer be availa-
ble for viewing, so catch it while you can!   
   
Thank you so much for your continued support & enjoy the show! 
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PSAT Scores 
 
 
PSAT Scores are now available on the College Board website. 
To access your scores, log on to your College Board account. 
Click here for the College Board web-
site www.collegeboard.org  
 
 
Students in grades 10 and 11, please click the link for infor-
mation about your score report: https://
collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-
understanding-scores.pdf 
 
 
Students in grade 9, please click here for information about 
your score report: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/
pdf/understanding-psat-8-9-results-parent-tutorial.pdf 
 
 
What are the next steps? Students can access SAT prep on the 
Kahn Academy website. Please click here for more infor-
mation: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/steps-
linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts.pdf 
 
 

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
http://www.collegeboard.org/
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/psat-nmsqt-understanding-scores.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/understanding-psat-8-9-results-parent-tutorial.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/understanding-psat-8-9-results-parent-tutorial.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/steps-linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts.pdf
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/pdf/steps-linking-college-board-khan-academy-accounts.pdf
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Attendance Matters! #EveryDayCounts #BCPSRollCall 

 

Research has shown that attendance is a leading predictor of academic achievement and adult 

success. Students who find attending school important are more likely to attain goals like at-

tending trade school, college, or getting a job.  By showing up to school every day, students de-

velop a positive work ethic and prepare for future success by developing healthy and produc-

tive habits.   

Our goal is for students to attend school at least 94% of the time. By missing just 2 days a 

month, students will end up missing 10% of the school year. Below are some tips and remind-

ers to help your student attend school regularly. Thank you for your continued support and in-

volvement in ensuring that all of our Towson Generals become life-long learners and produc-

tive global citizens. 

Student attendance records are available to review in real-time on FOCUS. Follow the di-

rections on our website to access your student’s information in the FOCUS Parent Por-

tal. Go to https://towsonhs.bcps.org, hover over “Parent Resources,” and select “Parent/

Guardian FOCUS Account Access.” If you notice a discrepancy in your student’s attend-

ance record, please contact the Main Office. 

 The school day begins at 7:35 AM. If a student arrives late to school during 1st period, they 

are to report directly to first period, and their 1st period teacher will record their attend-

ance as tardy but present for the day. If a student arrives to school after 1st period (after 

9:00 AM), they are to report directly to the Main Office. If the lateness is excused, the 

student should bring an excuse note from their parent/guardian. 

After an excused absence, students should bring an excuse note from their parent/guardian 

so the absence can be marked as excused. Excuse notes should be dropped off in the bin 

outside of the Main Office. If your student is absent for multiple days, please contact 

your student’s School Counselor and inform them of the absence. School Counselors will 

notify teachers and can collect missing work for your student. 

Attendance is reported on students’ high school transcripts. Colleges and future employers 

that receive students’ transcript will be able to see the number of absences that were ac-

crued each school year. 

Students who are under 16 and are applying for their Learner’s Permit must complete the 

Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration Verification of School Attendance form. The 

form asks school officials to sign and seal that the student has not had more than 10 un-

excused absences during the prior school semester.   

*Press CTRL & click to access 

https://towsonhs.bcps.org/
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COVID Updates (1/18/2022) 

 
Update to Isolation and Quarantine Guidance: Students who have tested positive or have a probable case 

of COVID may return to school on day 6 following symptom onset (or date of test if no symptoms)   

if: 
They have no symptoms, or 

Respiratory symptoms, including cough, have improved and fever has been gone for at least 24 hours 

without medication. 

 

 

REPORTING COVID OR CLOSE CONTACT: 

PLEASE NOTIFY THE SCHOOL NURSE OF HEALTH ASSISTANT IF YOUR CHILD 

TESTS POSITIVE FOR COVID OR IS IDENTIFIED AS A CLOSE CONTACT AND PRO-

VIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION (lrusso2@bcps.org) 

• My child has tested positive for COVID:    

 Name, DOB, grade  

 Test date, and type of test (home, rapid, PCR?)  

 Symptom onset date (if symptoms), and what symptoms    

 Last day in school?  

 Bus rider (and number)? Any sports or extracurriculars? Last time participated in each?  

 Was your child on quarantine due to a recent exposure at school to a person with COVID? If so, do you 

know the date of the exposure?  

 Are you aware of your child having been in a close contact with a person with COVID? Was this in or out 

of school?     

 My child has been exposed to someone who has tested positive for COVID:    

 Name, DOB, grade    

 School or community exposure    

First and last date of exposure to positive case    

   

COVID QUESTIONS: WHAT SHOULD I DO IF… 

• I am waiting for my child’s Covid test result? or    

• My child has tested positive for Covid? or     

• My child has been in close contact with a person who has Covid?    

Please review the COVID Testing, Quarantine & Isolation Information document: https://scs.bcps.org/

common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=66710109 

• Provide information to School Nurse or Health Assistant as noted above    

• My child is not feeling well?    

Please review the When to Stay Home FAQ document: https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/

DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=67002209    

 If you suspect your child may have COVID, contact their primary care provider for guidance and/or ob-

tain COVID testing.    
Remember, students should NEVER attend school if they have any signs or symptoms of 

COVID or are otherwise not feeling well.    

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=66710109
https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=66710109
https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=67002209
https://scs.bcps.org/common/pages/DisplayFile.aspx?itemId=67002209
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION for ATHLETES: 

In order for a student athlete to return to athletic practices and games, they must be seen and cleared by a 

licensed healthcare provider and have this form completed: https://www.mpssaa.org/assets/1/6/

Return_to_Play_Form_MPSSAA.pdf 

Student athletes may return to school according to the guidance above, however they may not return to 

sports AT LEAST TEN FULL DAYS from the first date of their symptoms or the date of the posi-

tive test if they have no symptoms.  

 

 

 

COVID TESTING INFORMATION: 
• Where to find Testing:     

Maryland Department of Health (MDH): https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/symptoms-testing    
Baltimore County Department of Health: https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/covid-19/testing     
State Testing Center(s): https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/fighting-covid/expanded-clinical-locations/

baltimore-convention-center/testing 

You may also order free home test kits from covidtests.gov. Each home in the United States is eligible to re-

ceive 4 tests kits through the mail. 

• What if my student is having COVID-like symptoms, but I can’t find testing?    

 Your student should stay home.    

 Continue to attempt to get tested, however, if your child cannot be tested, they should stay home until at 

least day 6 after the date of onset of symptoms and may return once symptoms have resolved.    

 If your child tests positive, please report this test.    

If your child tests negative or a doctor diagnoses them with a different condition, they may return before the 

end of the 5 days of isolation (on or after day 6) once their symptoms have improved and they are fever-free. 

  

To contact School Nurse: 

Laura Russo, RN, MSN 

lrusso2@bcps.org 

443-809-4261 or main office 443-809-3608 

Fax: 443-809-4280 or 443-809-4271 
 

https://www.mpssaa.org/assets/1/6/Return_to_Play_Form_MPSSAA.pdf
https://www.mpssaa.org/assets/1/6/Return_to_Play_Form_MPSSAA.pdf
https://coronavirus.maryland.gov/pages/symptoms-testing
https://www.baltimorecountymd.gov/covid-19/testing
https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/fighting-covid/expanded-clinical-locations/baltimore-convention-center/testing
https://www.umms.org/coronavirus/fighting-covid/expanded-clinical-locations/baltimore-convention-center/testing
https://www.covidtests.gov/
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Physics 

Mr. Ridge's 

Physics  

classes  

experiment-

ed with the  

Van De Graph 

Generator  

in their  

classes.  

 

Check out 

what  

happened!  
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Ms. Drake’s AP Biology  

students built & field-

tested respirometers be-

fore using them to meas-

ure respiration rates in 

their subjects: germinat-

ing peas!   

 

AP Bio  

Students in Mrs. Schrader's Living Systems Class became "experts" on ge-

netic diseases and were tasked with teaching each other about their selected 

disease. Student teams were divided into teachers and "runners!"  

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
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Chemistry 

AP Bio students perform DNA transformation using a e-coli and a plasmid containing 

a bioluminescence gene (P glo). Special thanks goes out to the Maryland Loaner Lab 

and Towson University for providing the equipment and reagents to make this experi-

ence a reality!   
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Anatomy 
Students in Mr. Geckle's Anatomy classes work on 
drawing life size versions of their bones! Check out 
their work!  

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
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This student is testing the voltage output of his wind turbine in 

Mr. Palumbi’s 1A Engineering class.  Mr. Palumbi’s students 

completed a project based on a unit exploring how we generate 

electricity in our society and exploring the fundamental discov-

eries that allowed large scale electricity production.  

Mr. Palumbi’s 1A 
Engineering Class 
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Local Scholarship Application  

Now Open! 

 

Please take a few minutes to complete the local scholar-

ship application to be considered for more than 10+ 

scholarships. All seniors are encouraged to apply. 

 

Deadline:   February 4, 2022 

 

 

QR to Application:   
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CAP AND GOWN ORDERS 

Order your Cap and Gown now for only $8.05!  Beat the price increase of 

February 1st.  See page 29 for more information. 

 

COLLEGE INFORMATION 

As you begin to hear from colleges, please update Naviance with your col-

lege decisions. You can enter this information on the 'colleges I am apply-

ing to' page of Naviance. Also, please bring your acceptance letter to Ms. 

Pachilis in the School Counseling Office.  

 

 

COLLEGE AND FINANCIAL AID NEWSLETTER 

Please check out the link for the December College and Financial Aid 

Newsletter: https://www.smore.com/xwgjp.  (Info also on page 19.)   

 

Contact your counselor with any questions. 

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
https://www.smore.com/xwgjp
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Ms. Wright has created a “senior/junior college newsletter” 

on Smore with lots of links and info for seniors and juniors.  

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This is a great resource for the college application process 
and support.  Check it out! 

 

Use this link for the December College and  

Financial Aid Newsletter:  

https://www.smore.com/nad8g 
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Towson High School 

 

Graduation 
 

 
 

Thursday 

June 2, 2022 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Class of 2022 

7:00 pm 
 

SECU Arena 
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Order your Cap and Gown 

TODAY! 

 
Price increases to $45  

after February 1st 
 

It’s time to order your cap and gown for graduation.  Click on this link to ac-

cess the order platform for Josten’s.   

 

Link: https://www.jostens.com/apps/catalog/gradProducts.mvc?
customerName=Towson+High+School&customerId=1066479 

 

You only need the Cap, Gown, and Tassel bundle for $8.05. They will be de-

livered to the school and distributed at graduation practice in late April/early 

May.  Make sure to order yours before February 1st and avoid the price in-

crease! 

 

Please see Ms. Greenberg in room 113 if you have any questions. 
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Please use this website to access the Hand In Hand 
newsletter:  https://www.smore/com/stgm5. 

For the SERC Parent Webinars, please visit this link:  https://
files.constantcontact.com/0bb37973601/2d383e36-825b-43ed-a14a-
69cbe2bb8c30.pdf 

Easy-to-understand guidance for parents of children with autism 
Our engaging, tabbed guide provides parents with the information they need to understand 
their child's situation, effectively support their child with Autism Spectrum Disorder, and sup-
port themselves and other family members. 

Your Guide To Your Child And Autism Spectrum Disorder (CBC0164) 
This guide provides essential information to support parents of a child diagnosed with autism 
spectrum disorder (ASD). Also offers advice on improving communication, medication, alterna-
tive treatments, and living with ASD. Easy-to-navigate sections: 

• detail the signs of autism spectrum disorder 

• outline the diagnostic process 

• discuss possible causes 

• describe treatment planning.  
Features water- and tear-resistant pages plus colored subject tabs that let readers quickly 
access the content they need. 32 pages, 3 3/4" x 5 1/2" 

 
***If interested, please contact Iris Piekarz for ordering information at ipiekarz@bcps.org. 

https://www.broadwayondemand.com/series/IEGXuu59bRKV-the-bullying-collection--towson-high-school
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2flinks.email.channingbete.com%2fels%2fv2%2fd_7pFxAaekB9%2fNGJ6VzBWQ3NVL0tyZGhFcWRSY1lKWFErOUk5Z0lia2Zsc3gybjRDbW1vdDFhOGxUeTZrd1VrRmFMMVFqTkF1bkhJTmJXZlBHWTd6U2pLYWxSY1B4MmtWalVGdTN5ajdDSTh5NEwyNmlKd1E9S0%2fY
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UPCOMING  

EVENTS  
 

  

 

February, 2022 

 

 7 Second Marking Period Report Cards Distributed 

 11 Bus Evacuation Drill 

 18 Schools and Offices Close 3 Hours Early  

 21 President’s Day - Schools and Offices CLOSED 

 24 Third Marking Period Begins 

 25 Maryland Day 
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Towson High School  

69 Cedar Ave 

Towson, MD 21286 

PHONE:  443-809-3608 

 


